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From Base Camp to Summit

GCSE Exams 2025

Start of Year 9  - GCSE exam work

Final exams – May 2025

Year 11 PPE 3

Base camp - Year 11 PPE2

Assessments / exam questions 
along the way

PPE1 June 2024





PPEs

• PPE 2 will be 25th Nov – 29th Nov 
     1 week of exams
Strategic and specific GCSE questions

•PPE 3 will be 10th Feb – 28th Feb
     Full sets of papers 

As close to the real thing
Before and after Feb Half term



Student Progress Report Cards

Subject FFT20 
Estimate

End of Y11

Predicted End 
of Y11 Grade 
Summer 2022

PPE Result
July 2022

 
English 

Language

 
7-

 
7

 
8

 
English 

Literature

 
6+

 
N/A

 
6

 
French

 
6+

 
6

 
6

 
History

 
7=

 
7

 
6

 
Mathematics 

 
6+

 
6

 
5

 
Photography

 
7=

 
7

 
7

 
Science 

Combined

 
6-

 
5-5

 
5-5

 
Theory PE

 
6+

 
5

 
3

 
Progress 8 Score:

+0.58

Progress Card: PPE1
Name: XXXXXX      Form:XX                                   



Revision carousel / revision strategies week
Week commencing 30th September

•
•

• How to produce a revision timetable
How to structure your revision
‘The revision clock’

• How to revise English Language

• The use of flash cards, post it notes and 
revision cards

• How to reduce your notes – Cornell notes to 
aid revision

• How to use Self-quizzing, to assess yourself 

• Storyboarding / dual coding



Period 7 - 6 weeks prior to PPE and 
final exams  (w/c Mon 7th October)

Mon Tue Wed Thu

Period 7
(6 weeks 

prior to an 
exam)

A week Geog Pool D Maths English

B week Science Pool A Pool C Pool B



Grade 4+ in English Language



Grade 4+ in Maths



English grade 7 and above



Maths grade 7 and above



The good news!
Sherburn High 

School 2024
National 
average

Grade 4+ in 
English and Maths

75% 67%

Grade 5+ in 
English and Maths

60% 47%

Grade 7+ in 
English

26% 16.4%

Grade 7+ in Maths 31% 22.4%



PROGRESS 8
 2019 - 2024

2019 2022 2023 2024

+0.10 +0.47 +0.17 +0.59

18 out of 22 subjects obtained a positive value added
14 subjects in the top 25% rankings



Why attendance is so important

Average GCSE grade 
at Sherburn High 

School 
Value added

Number of 
students



Where can my results take me?
Level 2 course – GCSE grades 1 -9

Level 2 Apprenticeships, training, Diploma
Level 3 course – A levels, Level 3 Diploma, 

              Level 3 Apprenticeship

Level 3 courses  = 5 GCSEs at 4, or 
above, including Maths and English 

Language



Careers Education

1 -1 Careers appointments with Annie Gill

Careers conversations with Miss Miller, Mrs Makin 
and Form Tutors

4th December Careers Day

23rd October visit to the UK University and 
Apprenticeship fair at Elland Road

A Levels

Vocational Courses (BTEC/ 
NVQ)

T Levels

Apprenticeships



English Revision
English Language 



ENGLISH

SUPPORTING SUCCESS



GCSE English

Students will complete two separate GCSEs in 
English. 

AQA English Language:

Reading and Writing skills

AQA English Literature:

Exploration and analysis of a range of texts. 



GCSE English LANGUAGE

Students will have two exams at the end of Year 11. 

Paper 1: 50%

Section A: Students read and respond to a fiction text extract

Section B: Students write a description or short story. 

Paper 2: 50%

Section A: Students read and respond to two non-fiction texts

Section B: Students write their own article, letter, or speech. 



How to revise English LANGUAGE

You can’t revise 
for English



GCSE English LANGUAGE

So what CAN you do to revise English Language?

1. Read, Read, Read! It doesn’t matter what you 

read, just make sure you’re reading. 

2. Be Proactive! If you’ve been told for years that 

your apostrophes aren’t right – now is the 

time to learn how to use these properly. 

3. Write! Practice your writing skills. Each of us 

have a “back-up” story to adapt, and the 

non-fiction topics will be something that 

everyone will know about, such as the 

environment. 



GCSE English LANGUAGE



GCSE English LITERATURE
Students will have two exams at the end of Year 11. 

Paper 1: 40%

Section A: Students write one essay questions on JULIUS CAESAR

Section B: Students write one essay on A CHRISTMAS CAROL

Paper 2: 60%

Section A: Students answer one question on AN INSPECTOR CALLS

Section B: Students answer one question on POETRY ANTHOLOGY

Section C: Students answer two questions on UNSEEN POETRY



GCSE English LITERATURE

Use your Course Readers



GCSE English LITERATURE

How to revise for English Literature:

1. Flashcards – especially good for quotations

2. Revision grids

3. Mindmaps

4. Group revision

5. Practice questions

6. Note taking

7. Re-reading the texts … again and again

8. Planning your time



GCSE English LITERATURE



The BEST Revision Guide…



WARNING
Some are great, some are terrible! 



Y11  Maths 
Striving for 
Success 



Edexcel 
3 X1 hour 30 min papers 

•One non calculator paper and two calculator 
papers

•Higher (grades 9-3) or Foundation (grades 5-1)

•Crossover of questions approximately 25%



Exam Practice
and Revision





Independent 
revision





Orange books
Revision guides



MATHS 
Genie





















   JUST
 MATHS  





 
Exam 
Papers 
 



Period 7
 

Help and support within the 
department



GCSE Science
Students will gain at least two GCSEs 

Students will sit 6 papers, 2 biology, 2 
chemistry and 2 physics. Each paper is 1hr15. 

Marks from all papers will be added together to 
award the final grade. 



Combined Science 

H
igh

er
 

Fo
u

n
d

atio
n

 

Marks from all 
papers will be 

added together to 
award the final 

grade. 



GCSE Science
Assessment objectives Overall 

Weighting %

Demonstrating Knowledge 40

Applying Knowledge 40

Analysing information and 
ideas 

20



53%63%

35%51%68%



The BEST Revision Guide…



Revision Guides 



GCSE Science 

How to revise for Science:

1. Flashcards – especially good for knowledge
2. Revision grids
3. Mindmaps
4. Exam questions
5. Planning your time, start early so you have 

time to revisit 









Miss Jackson - Head of Sixth Form

Mrs Gaddas - Sixth Form Attendance and 
Pastoral Officer

Mrs Nye - Assessment Hour Mentor

Year 12 Mentors:
Mrs Davies
Mr Hall 

Year 13 Mentors:
Mrs Kesterton
Mrs Linskey 

The Sixth Form 
Team



Our vision for you is that you spend the next 
two years discovering and realising your full 
potential.

You will be offered a wide range of 
opportunities: 

- personal 
- academic 
- social

Make the most of every opportunity you are 
offered during your time here.

Our Vision



We will provide you with:

- first class teaching and assessment

- age appropriate, relevant personal 
development lessons

- focused, bespoke preparation for 
higher education and the world of 
work. 

In return, you will take responsibility for your 
own learning and you will challenge 
yourself to meet our high standards. 

Our Commitment



You will thrive at our Sixth Form.

- It’s ours - we’re Team Sherburn together
- Shorter days, shorter journeys
- Collaboration with TGS - range of courses
- Study support and guidance
- Period 1 mentoring twice a week
- UCAS, Apprenticeship and Employment 

guidance from the start of Year 12
- Oxbridge and Russell Group University 

guidance
- Work Experience and School Service

Thriving not Surviving



- Dedicated minibus for transport to/from TGS

- Sixth Form common room

- Fussball, pool table, vending machines, TV, 

bluetooth speaker, guitars, Sixth Form fiction 

area, chess table and games

- Dedicated study rooms with PCs and group 

study zones

- Sixth Form lawn and picnic area

- Courtyard Garden and BBQ

- Kitchen with tea, coffee etc.

Sixth Form Facilities



And just in case you were wondering…

Thriving not Surviving



Sixth Form Residential

Our current Year 12 have 
their sights set on an 
international residential 
for 2025-2026…



Feedback from Team 
Sherburn Families

I have to confess to being a little teary-eyed 
writing this as our journey at Sherburn 
High comes to a close. 

She has had a very happy and rich 
experience and been very lucky to have 
been taught by some fabulous teachers, 
who have not only invested time and effort 
into her academic development but shown 
genuine and obvious care and love for her.  

As a parent this means so, so much and is 
precious.



In less than three years time, you will be our A 
Level Class of 2027…

- What will you have contributed to Team 
Sherburn?

- How will you have been a role model?
- What work experience will you have done?
- What will your CV say about you?
- Where will you be living?
- What will you be celebrating?

Your journey with us began in Year 7 and we 
look forward to the next chapter.

Thriving not Surviving



A Level Class of 2027
Write your story…



- Add your name and form to your invitation
- Return this on Open Evening to be entered 

in the Prize Draw for a fully paid Y11 
reward trip before Christmas!





School Holidays – 

















Thursday 21st August





Good Luck Messages

Good Luck – Cards/Emails

FAO: Mrs Makin

Needed by Wednesday 
15th January

(Drop off at Progress 
Evening, or in school 
reception or via email or 
post)



“This is an 
environment 

where success is 
inevitable.”



GCSE Exam boards by subject 2024 - 2025

This will help with finding suitable revision guides, past papers and resources

OCR - www.ocr.org.uk/

AQA - www.aqa.org.uk/

Pearson (Edexcel) – Pearson qualifications

Subject Exam Board Exam code
Art & Design AQA 8201

Enterprise and Marketing (Business
Studies)

OCR Cambridge Nationals J837

Biology AQA 8461
Chemistry AQA 8462

Combined Science AQA 8464
Computer Science OCR J277

Design & Technology AQA 8552
Drama AQA 8261

English Language AQA 8700
English Literature AQA 8702

French AQA 8658
Food Nutrition and Preparation AQA 8585

Geography AQA 8035
History Edexcel 1Hi0 FJ

Paper 1: 1HI0/11
Paper 2: 1HI0/2J
Paper 3: 1HI0/31

Health & Social Care Edexcel BTEC BTEC Level 2 Tech Award
603/7047/6

RHS3
Information Technology OCR National Certificate in

Creative iMedia
J834

Maths Edexcel 1MA1 (F+H)
Music AQA 8271

Photography AQA 8206
Physics AQA 8463

Theory of PE AQA 8582
Religious Studies AQA 8062MA

Spanish AQA 8698

Statistics Edexcel 1STO (F+H)
Further Maths AQA LEVEL 2 8365

http://www.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
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