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Dear Parents and Students, 

 
This is the time of year when we really encourage our young people to reflect on people, 

both locally and globally, who live in difficult circumstances.  

 
One thing (of many) that really impresses me about the students here at Sherburn High 

is their desire to make a difference by getting involved with charitable activities. This year 
each of our houses has nominated a charity and the students are working hard to raise money through a variety of  

enterprising activities. In addition, over the last few weeks our students have made over 40 shoe boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child, are producing and distributing hampers for our local community and are hosting a Christmas dinner for 

Community Volunteers. We also have a group of young people carrying out a óWrappathonô in Leeds to raise money for 

óHelp For Heroesô. 
 

For us at Sherburn High the fact that students have a strong sense of community is very important. We expect our 
young people to take responsibility not just for themselves but for others as well. Our mixed aged tutor groups  

encourage students to look out for each other in a ófamilyô atmosphere. Since September it has been a great pleasure to 

see students openly supporting each other in a variety of ways both academically and socially. This was reflected in the 
questionnaire completed by parents at two recent progress review evenings where 100% of those surveyed agreed, or 

strongly agreed, that their child felt happy and safe in school. For me this is vital and provides the bedrock for high  
student achievement. 

 
In terms of the local community, it is a great pleasure to report that an action group has been set up to work towards 

securing the long term future of our swimming pool. The first phase will be to bid for funding to conduct a feasibility 

study into ways of using the school facilities more widely to support sport locally. We are also working with the  
community association to engage our students in improving the appearance of Sherburn village centre. We hope that 

during the course of 2012 students will be producing work in Art and Design and Technology, which will enhance some  
features of the village. It is so important that we give youngsters a feeling of ownership for their locality.  

 

As the autumn term has progressed we have received more analysis of the examination performance of students in 
2010. One exciting piece of news is that compared to other schools nationally, our results at A -level last year were  

graded to be óexcellentô in terms of value added. Clearly I was delighted with this outcome and it reflects the terrific  
effort made by students and staff. Our early indications for current Y13 students are also very encouraging! It has been 

great to see so many of them receiving University offers at an early stage this year and again I was very pleased that 

100% of parents surveyed at the Post 16 progress review evening agreed, or strongly agreed, that the information and  
guidance their children had received has been useful for their next steps.  

 
Finally I would like to finish by thanking the Friends of Sherburn High School for all the support they give us through 

their fundraising. The recent óCall my Bluffô wine evening was yet again a tremendous success and raised over Ã1200 for 
the school. I appreciate very much the work that people put in to make these events happen for the benefit of our  

students and is another measure of the strength of our community.  

 
Have a peaceful and safe Christmas, 

Tel: 01977 682442 

Fax: 01977 682752 

Martyn Sibley 
Headteacher 



Dates For Your Diary  

DECEMBER 

Tuesday 20 SCHOOL CLOSED 12.15pm for CHRISTMAS return Monday 9 January  

JANUARY 

Monday 9 
SCHOOL RE-OPENS 
P16 Exams Start. 
Study Leave Half Day Prior to Exam 

Tuesday 10 Tadcaster P16 Open Evening 

Tuesday 17 Year 9 Progress Meeting 

Wednesday 18 FOSH Meeting at 7.00pm 

Thursday 19 A2 Performance Exam (All Day and 7.00pm) 

Thursday 26 Year 9 Options Evening  

FEBRUARY 

Wednesday 1 Year 7 Progress Meeting 

Friday 3 
Year 11 Reports Issued  
Deadline for return of Year 9 Options forms 

Monday 6 
Internet Safety Week.  
Years 8 and 9 Trip to France (until Friday) 

Tuesday 7 Parentsô Forum at 7.00pm 

Friday 10 
Year 11 Reports Issued 
SCHOOL CLOSED at 3.00pm for HALF TERM 

EXPEDITION TO MALAYSIA TRAININGé 
 

It was foggy, cold and downright miserable. Any sane person would want to stay inside and watch T.V. over the weekend, but no t t he World 
Challenge team! Consisting of 19 members (including Miss Bradley and Mr Latham) we braved the weekendôs weather to camp, trek and train 
for our forthcoming expedition to Malaysia.  
 
After setting off early you would think spirits would be low. In fact, it was the complete opposite. The team grouped togethe r  
fantastically. Upon arrival at the centre we packed up our bags with the kit needed for the weekend (from cooking equipment t o tents) and 
set off on a walk. With some of the team battling against blisters it didnôt look like we would be back in time to satisfy our appetites.  

Thankfully, we were, and the pasta bolognaise órustled upô by the cooking team tasted fantastic! 
 
By this time it was dark and we were still facing the predicament of assembling the tents. Tent pole  
colour coding stress was on the horizon but we soon found they were quick, and fairly easy to put up. With 
desert waiting for us we arrived at the cooking area with our bowls to find it was semolina. óAh  
semolinaô you might say and think of the lovely memories of primary school dinners. We soon found out it 
wasnôt the same. As it slopped into our bowls it had a rather strange consistency of baby sick and smelt like 
baby formula.  This, of course was definitely not the food teamôs fault and we commend you for trying to cook 
the (disgusting) stuff! Once we had eaten the remains of the food, tiredness hit the team. We retired to our 
tents to get a good nightôs sleepéor so many of us thought! Screaming and shouting at 1 in the morning was 

not supposed to be on the agenda, was it, Sam? And how did the tortillas get in your sleeping bag, Luke? After a strict telli ng off from Mr 
Latham, helped out by switching the light on his head torch to red to convey the mood, the camp fell silent for the night.  
 
Opening the tent door at 6.30am and shouting ómorning campersô was most definitely the greatest form of 
revenge. The breakfast team was soon ready to cook the porridge. After persuading some certain people to 
be óbreakfast peopleô it went down fairly well. And so the day had beguné 
 
Once into our trek our expedition leader set up óscenariosô. During these we had to act as if they were real. 
The first piece of drama was Miss Bradley going missing. We had to search for her and then return her back 
to the team, despite Mr Latham showing no signs of worry (what a terrible actor). Next came Beth falling 
over (which George thought was completely real and provided great amusement). A makeshift stretcher and 
leg splint were used and Beth was ósafely óback on her feet. 
 
After trekking for the rest of the day it was soon time to go home. The weekend was absolutely fantastic and despite the blis ters, the  
semolina, Lukeôs irrational fear of spiders and the team running out of chicken at lunchtime, we all had smiles on our faces at the end of it. A 
big thank you to Miss Bradley and Mr Latham for taking us all, despite missing a family party and we look forward to doing it  ófor realô next 
year in Malaysia!             
 
Katy Taswell. 



Hola from Barcelona!  
 
In October a group of post 16 Business and Textiles students visited 

one of Europeôs most vibrant and fascinating cities, Barcelona.  The 

students discovered the secret to the Mango Clothingôs brand 
success.  They had a very inspiring behind the scenes tour of the 

head office and design centre.   
 

Students visited the stylish Park Guell, designed by the famous architect and designer, Gaudi.   The view of the city 

from the park is spectacular.  Some students even bagged themselves a bargain by bartering with the vendors selling 
textiles and jewellery.    

 
On the final day we had a whistle stop tour of the city.  We visited the awe inspiring, unfinished masterpiece, La  

Sagrada Familia, a huge cathedral which dominates the sky line.  Students also toured the famous Nou Camp stadium 
and soaked up the culture in the Gothic quarter.   We even had the opportunity to see a Flamenco show!   The students 

were a credit to the school and a fantastic trip was had by all - with a little help from the Spanish sunshine!  

 
Mrs Naylor and Mrs Abbot 

CHILDREN IN NEED  
 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped raise £729.68 in 
total on non-uniform day for  

children in need.  
 

£23.35 raised by Amy Bastow (L5) and  
Rebecca Littler (H4) who did a sponsored  

silence and £54.50 raised by Alistair  
Thompson-Meeks (B7) who wore his pyjamas and 

dressing gown to school!!   
 

Well done to everybody involved. 

 

 
 

EXAM CERTIFICATES  
 

Summer 2011 exam certificates are  

now ready for collection.  
 

Please collect from the schoolôs Main Reception   
between 9.00am and 4.00pm  

Have A Wrappy Christmas!  
 
    
Miss Dumaineôs form (B6) and Miss Bradleyôs form (B7) are collecting  
money for Help for Heroes and are organising a Wrappathon which  

will take place on Friday 16 of December in the Light shopping centre  
in the centre of Leeds, between 10:30 am and 3:00 pm. There will be  

Christmas carols and shoppers will be able to get their Christmas presents  
wrapped for a small contribution. 

 
 
 

 

 YOUNG SPORTS AMBASSADORS 
 

Dominic Pegg and Codie Henaechon have been chosen to be young ambassadors for 
Sherburn High School. They were chosen for their commitment to PE / sport and for 

their leadership skills. They attended a conference at York Racecourse along with  
2 students from Holy Family, Carllton and about 200 other 

students from across the county.  
 

 As the countdown to the Olympic Games begins, they were 

lucky enough to work with Olympic  
athletes to help them aspire to their role which is to  

promote the Olympic and Paralympic values and the Olympic Games at Sherburn High, and 
to inspire young people and increase participation. They will be training students from  



Arts Award  
Following the huge Arts Award effort by Year 9 students, they have all now received their bronze certificates.  

The certificates were presented at the end of year achievement assembly which was a very proud moment for Miss  
Bradley, Curriculum Leader of Performing Arts, who has worked tirelessly to instigate the award (which is new to  

Sherburn High) and to see it through with almost every member of Year 9.  

Star Students  
On Wednesday 23 November 2011 I had the pleasure of attending  the St Maryôs 

Youth Theatre performance of Les Miserables at the Carriageworks Theatre in Leeds. 
Starring in the show were two of our Year 8 students Amy Bilton (L9) and Anna 

Thornton (L2), playing important roles as part of a mixed -age cast ranging from 8-22 
years old. Playing the role of young Cosette, Amy received a thoroughly deserved 

round of applause from the capacity audience for her solo rendition of óCastle on a 
Cloudô.  It was a moving experience to watch two talented students involved in such 

a successful and engaging production, which was performed to a packed theatre for 

four consecutive nights. The girls can be incredibly proud of their performances and 
look forward to future roles as leading ladies both in and out of school!  

Mr Morrison, Geography Teacher, Lotherton House 

Christmas Tombola  
As Christmas fast approaches, itôs time to have some fun and with that in mind, The Information Centre held its óAnnual 
Tombolaô for students from Monday 12 to 16 December. This year the funds raised will be spent on new technology as 

we are hoping to purchase a couple of Kindles for use in school. Donations for the tombola, such as toys, ósmelliesô, 

chocolate, jewellery etc. were very welcome indeed ! Students raided their piggy banks to join in the fun.  Thank you 
to all those who contributed.          

Mrs Hannam, Librarian 

Miss Laws is a great form tutor who is fun and  
always entertains us. She organises lots of fun  

activities, ranging from using the computer rooms to 
form members creating their own activities.  

 
Miss Laws teaches History and RE.  

 
Her lessons are always exciting and educational.  

Miss Laws joined Sherburn High School in September 
and it is her first teaching job.  

 
We think that she is doing a great job!  

 

By Rachael Farnill, Gemma Wilders and Kate Lewis 
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NEW STAFF PROFILES  



Sherburn High Green Fingers  
 

A big thank you to everyone who brought in Morrisonôs ñLetôs Growò vouchers, we collected 3182 in total this year; 
the most we have ever collected. I would also like to thank the West Yorkshire Police staff who collected nearly 1000 

vouchers. We have spent them on a range of goodies that will help keep school growing, a deluxe irrigation system 
for the greenhouse, a new hose pipe with its own little trolley, seeds of course, plant food, slug repellent, and even 

some net and fleece tunnels to protect our crops from the elements and insects.  
 

The last CSA planting day for 2011 was very productive, we managed to clear out the small greenhouse and get the 

garlic and onion sets in the ground (better late than never, thanks to the warm weather they are growing well).  We 
also planted some saffron crocuses so we look forward to enhancing our cooking with home grown saffron. The leeks, 

cabbages and rainbow chard are still growing well in the vegetable patch, providing a little something to keep us  
going through the winter. If you are interested in getting involved, please contact the school our next planting day is  

scheduled for the early spring. 

 
The bulbs planted by the house garden reps are coming along well and hopefully will be ready for the Christmas plant 

stall bringing some colour and scent during the short winter days. We are proud to report that Sherburn High School 
has provided the village with winter pansies to brighten up the planter in the centre of the village; we look forward to 

a colourful display.  

Work Experience & PSHCE  
 

Christmas is almost upon us and the work experience deadline of the 23 March is not so 
far away. Year 10 is due to go out for the week 9 to 13 July 2012. So far we have some 

great placements confirmed and we would like to thank the following companies for  
offering to support our students through this valuable learning initiative: Andrew Box 

Photography, Darton Eggs, Hitachi Capital, Monk Fryston Hall, Peter Pan Nursery,  
Barkston Ash Pre-school Playgroup, SMC Electrical, Burton Salmon Primary School, South 

Milford Community Primary School, Monk Fryston Primary School, Tudor House, Edward 

Charles Hair, C & G Starkey, Split Second, Hair Studio, Equinox Design & Rosie Muggles. 
Sherburn High School would also like to thank Powermotion, AJ Roberts, JP Plant Hire, 

Athelstan Primary, Hungate Primary, Tony Spencer, Elmhirst Solicitors &  
Peter Pan Nursery for providing extended work experience placements. We place high importance on the adequate  

preparation of young people for working life. It is fabulous that we receive so much support from the local business 

community.  
 

As a department we encourage our students to arrange their own work placement; we are here to guide pupils through 
this new learning venture. Students seeking advice should come to the Careers Department at lunchtimes.  Parents are  

welcome to telephone Ms Davies, Careers & Vocational Support Coordinator, on 01977 687905 for advice. 
 

Year 9 have big decisions to make next term regarding their options for years 10 and 11. óSpeed dating with Industryô 

was an event organised to give students the opportunity to learn about different areas of working life. Twelve  
represent- atives came into school from the following organisations, North Yorkshire Fire & Rescue, British Army, YSJU, 

Ardent IFA Ltd, Real start Apprenticeship Programme, Flamingo Land, The Gym Group, a freelance artist, BT, B & A  
Careers and York City in the Community. The workshop gave students the opportunity to talk with each representative, 

ask questions and get an overview of the different areas of business.   

 
Constables Tim Thomas and Jez Jackson spent an afternoon with Year 10 presenting and talking about the effects and 

consequences of anti-social behaviour. They held an afternoon workshop with the students which resulted in mutual 
positive interaction between the police and the students.  

 

Major Attwood and his presentation team came in and spoke to Year 10 about the role of the British Army, its training 
and its community. Year 10 greatly enjoyed this experience as it was not only interesting and entertaining but relevant 

to the current political situation.  
 

Some graduate ambassadors from Newcastle University came in to Post 16 to give an Introduction to University  
presentation. They delivered a range of information covering: applying to university; the transition to óuniô life; a  

studentôs guide to student life; money and courses. Students found this very helpful and were pleased to have the  

opportunity to question the óexperiencedô graduates. 
 

A big thank you to all the people mentioned above and many more who contribute to a rounded PSHCE and Careers  
programme.  



Newby House  
 

House Leader - Miss H Wilkinson 

House Assistant - Mrs J Smith 

 
hayley.wilkinson@sherburnhigh.co.uk 

Newby House ï ñDonôt think problems ï think opportunitiesò! 

 
Itôs been all go in Newby House over the last few weeks.  We finally decided on our house motto (see above), and we 

also spent time considering and voting on our chosen house charity for this year.  Students voted overwhelmingly for 

all money raised by Newby House over the coming year to go to Cancer Research UK. 
After returning from the October half term, Newby Achievement Mentors were tasked with learning all about the  

students in their form, ready for a special assembly which we called Mr and Mrs Mastermind!  Newby Achievement 
Mentors were so good that we even had to extend the competition into a second assembly which led to a nail -biting 

tie-breaker round between N2 and N3!  It was very close but Mr Pringle (N3) was just beaten to first place by Mrs 

Walker (N2) proving that she knows all there is to know about her form!  
Newby 2 kept up their winning streak in the recent Achievement assembly when they won the much sought after 

prize of top form ï awarded due to attendance, Vivo success and a minimum number of C3s.  This assembly was a 
super way to celebrate all Newby studentsô success so far this year from examination success in Year 10 and Year 11; 

subject success across the House, as well as individual successes both in and out of school.  All staff on the Newby 
House team were incredibly proud to see the many things that all our students have achieved over recent months.  

There will be many more Achievement assemblies, so keep it up everyone and well done! 

I would like to let you know about the final two days of this term.  On Monday 19 th and Tuesday 20th  
December, we will be holding vertical events for all students.  There will be lots of fun activities going on ï quizzes, 

designing a house mascot and even a House party with a spectacular treat from the Newby Achievement Mentors 
which is not to be missed!  

 

Finally, Miss Wilkinson, Mrs Smith and Mrs Williams would like to wish all Newby students 

and their families a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

Harewood House  
 

House Leader - Mrs A Tomlinson 
House Assistant - Mrs L Geldard 

 
ann.tomlinson@sherburnhigh.co.uk 

         

 
What a fantastic half term we have had.  Tension was mounting in the run up to the Mastermind  
competition; teachers practising long into the night to ensure they knew all the facts about their forms.   
Rumour has it that Mr Brookes underwent hypnosis to improve his chances; such is the dedication from our 
achievement mentors.  The event was excellent although my question reading skills were severely tested.  
The resultéMr Brookes won (just) and carried off the superb price of a box of Maltesers! 
 
As I write this, Harewood is second in the Vivo table for this week and third since the beginning of year.  
Come on Harewood get those Vivos secured.  In terms of behaviour, we have received the least after 
school detentions; well done this shows maturity and a real positive attitude toward learning.  There are 
very few students not handing in homework as well, which supports my belief that our students and our 
Achievement Mentors are superb. 
 

Harewood will also host a Community Christmas Dinner the week before the end of term.  Guests  

nominated by students and staff will join us for lunch; with Robbie Bancroft on the piano and  

students serving our guests.  The last two days of term see us celebrate as a House with a  

Christmas party and plenty of activities to end the year.  The party games are a secret, but jelly and toilet 

rolls figure highly!  As to my and Mrs Geldardôs costume ï well all cameras are banned! 


